
REPORT TO PICKMERE PARISH COUNCIL 

8th September 2020 

AGENDA ITEM 8.4 – REOPENING OF VILLAGE HALL - REVIEW 

 

1. Background 

1.1 The Village Hall and Pavilion were closed on commencement of the Covid-19 lockdown in March 
2020.  At your July meeting Council resolved not to reopen either facility for the time being. 

1.2 As two months have now passed it is thought appropriate that the matter should be reviewed. 

2. Report 

2.1 In that period, arrangements as to how to deal with the risk of Covid in the community have 
become ever more complex.  So far as village/community halls are concerned government 
advice has not changed in substance but various minor amendments have been made.  
However, guidance still revolves around a substantial list of needs including: 

 To substantially reduce the capacity of the hall – whereas Council has previously decided 
that the capacity of the hall for a seated event is 40 persons, the 2m distancing guidelines 
lead to a rule of thumb whereby the capacity of the hall is about 10 persons, not taking 
into account the particular pinch points of the hallway, kitchen and toilets.   

 To maintain 2m social distance, the only exception being where this is not viable in which 
case other mitigation measures, e.g. the wearing of masks, require to be implemented.   

 To consider the nature of users – clearly any risk assessment will have to take into account 
the relative vulnerabilities of potential users.  

 To ensure satisfactory and frequent cleaning of the hall with special attention to touch 
points etc – perhaps between each separate hire. 

 To ensure satisfactory cleaning of hiring groups’ own equipment. 
 To decide if use of the kitchen, or the consumption of food and drinks, can be permitted 

and if so how. 
 To provide additional hand cleaning and sanitising materials. 

2.3 These measures remain demanding.  It is pointed out that if members decide that moves should 
be made with a view to reopening the hall for use, essential steps are: 

 To send a questionnaire to regular and potential users asking about their potential use 
and activity, numbers of persons and levels of ‘vulnerability’, whether they wish to use 
the hall at the present time, and if so, their views on some of the matters referred to 
above. 

 To carry out relevant risk assessments. 
 To establish the scale of additional costs that would be incurred were the cleaner be 

asked to intervene more frequently and more intensively than in past months; also the 
costs of providing sanitiser etc. 

 As a result of these considerations, to consider in detail the protocols and restrictions 
that would be required to permit reopening, and the financial implications for the 
Council. 



2.4 One aspect of the hall remaining closed is that income is being lost through the absence of hire 
fees.  However, following the recent award of Government Business Support Grant to the Parish 
Council, as will be reported earlier on this agenda, this factor is not now applicable. 

2.5 It is considered that reopening the hall would require considerable work on the part of the 
Council to implement all the requirements of Government guidance, with risks remaining that 
the protocols adopted will not satisfactorily prevent transmission.  The guidance of Council is 
therefore requested. 

2.6 Similar provisions would apply to the Pavilion, revolving principally around how to satisfactorily 
maintain social distancing in the small kitchen and community room, and in the toilets, as well 
as dealing with the serving of food and drinks to the general public. 

3. Recommendation 

3.1 That Council note the above and decide as to how to proceed. 

 

 

J. Steel 
Parish Clerk 
 

 


