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REPORT TO PICKMERE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

5th November 2019 

 

AGENDA ITEM 9.10 COMPLAINT – VARIOUS HIGHWAY MATTERS 

 

1 Report 

 

1.1 Your Clerk has received an email from a Pickmere resident complaining about various 

matters, in summary:   

 

• damage to highway verges on Frog Lane “in the main caused by tractors 

belonging to local farmers”; 

• mud on the roads again caused by tractors; 

• tractors driving at excessive speeds and drivers using mobile phones while 

driving; 

• entrance to one of the farms accessed from Frog Lane in poor condition 

preventing two vehicles passing each other; 

• excessive speeds of normal vehicles on Frog Lane and the lack of a lower 

speed limit. 

 

1.2 Your council has no direct responsibility for any of these matters – they involve either 

Cheshire East Council as highway authority, or the police.  Your council has obviously 

had various discussions with Cheshire East about excessive speed limits on roads 

around the village, again without any change being brought about, because of the strict 

criteria which Cheshire East apply.  In addition, it may be noted that the issue of mud 

on the road from recent harvesting (potato harvesting in particular) has affected roads 

other than Frog Lane in the last few weeks. 

 

1.3 There are several agricultural landholdings in different ownerships serviced via Frog 

Lane.  In the interest of equity, contact has been made with one of these farmers, and 

it was pointed out that: 

 

• The last month has seen excessively wet weather and it is obviously impossible 

in such circumstances for instance to harvest potatoes without significant 

amounts of mud getting onto the road; that farmer states that he does carry out 

road-cleaning activities in such cases but obviously cannot do so after each 

tractor journey out of a field; 

• That farm’s tractors are equipped with Bluetooth, for telephone use; 

• Attempts have been made (without success) to obtain Cheshire East Council’s 

co-operation in determining the extent of the highway outside the access to the 

farm in question, so as to be able to decide how it can be repaired; repairs made 

to the highway without highway authority consent give rise to serious legal 

issues.   

 

1.4 Members may recall that complaints have been received in the past from other 

Pickmere residents about the suburbanisation of Frog Lane in terms of the extension 
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of residential properties along it, which your council has often sought to constrain, 

and for instance the laying of white painted stones or other anti-vehicle obstacles on 

the highway verge, which restricts the ability of two vehicles to pass on what is 

essentially a country lane set in agricultural land. 

 

2 Recommendation 

 

2.1 That the report be noted. 


