
REPORT TO PICKMERE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

3rd December 2019 

 

AGENDA ITEM 9.3 CEC TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL CONFERENCE 

 

1 Report 

 

1.1 CEC held their annual Town and Parish Council Conference in Middlewich on 20th  

November and this was attended by your Chair and your Clerk.  The presentation slides 

are available to members but the following are some of the key points mentioned. 

• CEC have committed to being a carbon neutral council by 2025; the council 

wishes to be a ‘beacon’ for environmental management – this is expressed in 

various policies. 

• One most immediately obvious symptom of this objective is that by re-organising 

refuse collections the council will save £600k per annum, as well as introducing 

the collection of food for composting in a special plant with green waste, thereby 

improving their recycling performance. 

• As well as the green theme, the Council wishes to operate in a clearer and more 

transparent way; one element of this is in their consideration they are giving to 

reintroducing the committee system for decision-making rather than the leader 

and cabinet system that has been used in recent years. 

• The Council budget for 2020-21 is now balanced, where previously a deficit had 

been forecast. 

• CEC genuinely wish to hear public views on their pre-budget consultation (see 

agenda item 9.5) – deadline for comment early January 2020. 

• The Council is carrying out the community governance review (see agenda item 

9.4). 

1.2 In the questions session two matters of particular interest were raised (among others): 

• Concern expressed by parish council representatives about CEC’s customer 

service performance; 

• Concern about the performance of CEC’s planning enforcement team – in 

particular in enforcing conditions attached to planning permissions. 

1.3 The CEC officers said that they would take back these points to inform the Council’s  

future operation. 

2 Recommendation 

 

2.1 That the report be noted. 

 

Jack Steel 
Clerk to Parish Council 


