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REPORT TO PICKMERE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

5th March 2019      

 

AGENDA ITEM 9.5 CEC briefing on forthcoming Parish Council Elections 

  

1. Background 

1.1 Full Parish Council elections, together with full elections for Cheshire East Council (CEC), are to be 
held on Thursday 2nd May 2019.  The Village Hall will, as usual, be used as a polling station on that 
day. 

1.2 The holding of these elections is a very substantial process, administered nationally by the Electoral 
Commission and locally by CEC, and CEC have a substantial team of officers co-ordinating this 
complex process.  Your Clerk attended a 1 hour briefing session on the election process on 22nd 
February and a summary of some key points is given below.  It should be emphasised that the 
authority for administering this process in this area is CEC.  Whilst your Clerk has some knowledge 
of the process and will try to assist if queries are received, the principal source of information and 
advice to potential candidates and any other persons interested in the process is Cheshire East 
Council.  Relevant telephone numbers at CEC are provided in the attached documents. 

1.3 This report to Council is presented as a means of providing information to the general public, by 
virtue of the publication of this report on the Parish Council’s website with the Agenda for the 5th 
March Parish Council meeting. 

2. Report 

2.1 The following documents are appended to this report so that they are accessible to all, including 
members of the public accessing the Parish Council’s website: 

• The slides used in CEC’s briefing to Clerks and others; this gives the bare bones of relevant dates, 
relevant statutory provisions and other aspects of the arrangements for candidates wishing to 
register, and others involved in the process. 

• A sheet named ‘Election Timetable’ which contains the relevant dates for each element of the 
candidate, voter registration and election process. 

• References to Election Commission guidance on that body’s website. 

2.2 Your Clerk has also been provided with the following: 

• One copy of 8 guidance documents for candidates, including guidance on candidate expenses, 
the campaign, the right to attend key electoral events, etc.  This copy is available for inspection, 
but further copies for individuals should be obtained from CEC. 

• One copy of ‘Tellers’ do’s and don’ts’, and guidance on the conduct of tellers in and around 
polling places; 

• One copy of a request form for the electoral register and Absent vote list. 

• 15 copies of: 
o Candidates’ nomination packs 
o Return forms for election expenses 
o Code of conduct for campaigners. 
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2.3 Where the Clerk has multiple copies these are available for potential candidates.  Further copies 
would have to be obtained direct from CEC.  Where he has only one copy, these may be inspected, 
but any further copies will have to be obtained from CEC. 

2.4 The Parish Council bears no responsibility for assisting with the administration of the process, or 
encouraging participation, save for its statutory procedural requirements. 

2.5 Key points arising from the briefing session include: 

• That extreme care needs to be taken by potential candidates in completing the relevant forms; 

• That nomination forms must be hand delivered to the relevant CEC address; such packs will be 
checked by CEC staff as they are handed over.  Consequently, CEC’s advice is that such packs 
should not be delivered at the last minute, since if there is something omitted in completing the 
forms, it might well be too late to remedy the omission.  Delivery of completed forms to CEC 
should be made by appointment with CEC’s election team. 

• On campaign expenditure, nil returns must be submitted in all cases even if no expense has been 
incurred. 

• Campaign notices must not be displayed on publicly owned land or property or street furniture, 
nor in the vicinity of polling stations.  Your Clerk specifically asked about whether campaign 
posters may be displayed on the PC’s noticeboards, and in particular the part of the Park Lane 
board which is normally available for the public to erect notices.  He was informed that the board 
should not be used in this way.  Accordingly, your Clerk will remove any such notices found on 
the noticeboards during the pre-election period. 

2.6 It was pointed out that the count in relation to the Parish Council elections will commence at 1.00 
pm on Saturday 4 May; this is because the Borough Council election count will have been carried out 
on Friday 3 May.  Accordingly, it seems likely that the summons to newly elected councillors to the 
Parish Council meeting to be held on Wednesday 8 May will have to be sent to all election candidates, 
since at the time of the issue of the summons (with a copy of the meeting agenda) it will not be 
known which candidates have been elected. 

3. Recommendation 

3.1 That the report be noted. 

 


