
REPORT TO PICKMERE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
4th May 2021 
 
AGENDA ITEM 10.9 REQUEST TO PRUNE TREE  
 
1 Report 
 
1.1 A request has been received to prune a tree on Parish Council land.  The land is the western 

extremity of the Buttercup Way footpath.  Photographs of the tree in question provided by the 
applicant are appended to this report.  It is stated by the applicant, who occupies a dwelling on 
The Orchards, that they have a south-facing garden, and that the obstruction of sunlight 
restricts the growth of flowers, keeps the lawn soggy for longer and prevents washing being 
dried for most of the afternoon.  The applicant proposes to reduce the tree to a height level 
with the neighbour’s garage roof, illustrated in the photographs. 

 
1.2 The tree in question is a young, attractive, and well-shaped beech.  It is not in need of pruning 

for any other reason than that suggested above.  It is located approximately 8-9 metres directly 
east of the nearest point of the requester’s rear garden fence.  In terms of the passage of the 
sun, it is considered that this tree could only have any significant effect toward sunset and does 
not obstruct sunlight to the garden for the great majority of daylight hours. 

 
1.3 The Parish Council’s tree consultant has viewed the tree and concurs with the comments in 

paragraph 1.2. 
 
1.4 The pruning suggested by the requester is extreme and would have a substantial and 

detrimental impact on the appearance of the tree, thereby detracting from the character of this 
part of Mere Lane and the footpath.  Whilst some selective thinning of the tree might be 
possible without significantly affecting its character, such pruning would have very little impact 
on the overall effect of the tree in terms of shading, would require doing regularly and relatively 
frequently, and in particular in relation to its position with respect to the requester’s garden 
would have very limited effect.  It is therefore concluded that the request should not be granted.  

 
1.5 It is also pointed out that any attempt to prune the tree by others would mean trespass on the 

Council’s property, leaving them open to legal action. 
 
2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1 That the request to prune the tree be refused. 
 
 
 
Jack Steel 
Clerk to Parish Council 



  
Aerial view (supplied by the requester) from Google Maps and shows their house & garden, the 

house to side of and the tree (circled) that sits in the corner 
 

 
View westward of the tree on the extreme end of the Buttercup Way footpath verge 

 



 
View southward from the unmade part of Mere Lane 

 

 
View south westward from the requester’s first floor window looking over the neighbouring garage 

roof to the tree.  It is proposed to ‘trim’ the tree to the height of the garage roof. 
 

 



 
View roughly westward of the tree above the neighbour’s garage roof, taken from the requester’s 

garden (“…shows how high the tree is now over the current sunlight restriction of next door's 
garage”) 


